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Dissertation	 	 Title: On Starting Points


Abstract: The central claim of  this dissertation is that there is a genuine 
“logic of  discovery”. The work as a whole strives to lay the groundwork and 
carve out concepts necessary to develop such a logic. My arguments focus on 
reclaiming and clarifying C.S. Peirce’s concept of  abduction. Drawing on 
Peirce, I argue that the fundamental nature of  abductive reasoning is 
conjectural. The output of  abductive reasoning is, therefore, to be regarded as 
strictly untried conjecture: propositions that are paradigmatically put forward 
for the purpose of  starting an inquiry, as opposed to propositions that are 
either confirmed or disconfirmed and thereby close an inquiry. I call this the 
“starting point thesis”. My defense of  the “starting point thesis” pushes us to 
re-evaluate the traditional model of  rationality, on which the rational element 
in any mental activity is indexed to alethic notions. On my view, rationality is 
developed on the model of  a cognitive mechanism designed to resolve 
different kinds of  intellectual dissatisfactions. Accordingly the rational 
element in abduction is located in what it takes for an abductive agent to call 
for explanation and how they go about resolving that call, and grounds for 
adopting and criticizing the quality of  a hypothesis are found in the dynamic 
interplay between these two epistemic states. The result is a first step toward 
a general epistemological reorientation—a starting point oriented 
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epistemology concerned not just with what we can claim to know or are 
justified in believing but which makes room for questions about what sorts 
of  claims (and whose claims) engender in us the imperative to investigate and 
which potential discoveries we deem worthy of  investment. 
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