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Dissertation Abstract

In my dissertation | argue that certain ways of experiencing music are conditioned by
metaphorical ways of thinking. The literature is divided about whether and in what ways we
speak about music metaphorically, but by and large these accounts are not based on any clear
and well-considered theory of metaphor. | develop a theory of metaphor that emphasizes the role
of imagination, its dependence on our conceptual capacities, and its ability to shape experience.
| then demonstrate how our musical experience is shaped by foundational metaphors of space,
and how this understanding bears on questions about the expressiveness and representational
nature of music.
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