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Review of After Herder and German Philosophy of Language:
‘magisterial . . . [Forster] explores a rich and interesting vein in the history of philosophy.
Equipped with massive erudition and a sharp eye for logical distinctions, he presents its
achievements in a detailed, but systematic and digestible form. His defence of the doctrines
he unearths is invariably tenacious and for the most part compelling. These books are a
model both of scrupulous interpretation and of precise and rigorous argument.’
Michael Inwood, Mind
‘Michael Forster’s two interconnected books . . . are vigorous and innovative invitations
to look at [the history of German philosophy] quite differently. The central figure in
Forster’s account is Herder; indeed, the two books are the most philosophically sustained,
searching, and convincing account of Herder’s philosophical achievement to date . . .
[These] are books to be reckoned with and will amply repay the most serious attention
from historians of philosophy, philosophers of language, and social theorists.’
Fred Rush, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

After Herder

‘This is a hugely important book. First, it shows that Herder was not only the inventor of
modern social anthropology but also of modern hermeneutics, philosophy of language and
translation theory; second, it shows that Herder is superior to more recent philosophy of
language.’

Forster

‘After Herder is a terrific work, of interest not just to historians of philosophy and
contemporary philosophers of language but also . . . to pragmaticians. Clear and engaging,
it canvasses ideas on language from several extraordinary but underappreciated German
philosophers of the late eighteenth century, including . . . Hamann, Herder, and
Schleiermacher . . . Herder really was a visionary philosopher of language. His greatest
hope, as Forster explains, was to make philosophy more relevant and useful to others.’

Michael Forster is Glen A. Lloyd Distinguished Service Professor in Philosophy at the
University of Chicago and recipient of a 2012 Alexander von Humboldt Professorship.

Cover illustration: detail from Titus Reading, 1656, by Rembrandt Harmenz van Rijn.
Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna.
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